mainly that of the last three decades and is almost entirely in English, and furnishes a satisfactory basis on which to work. The highlights of the earlier period of pharmacology are certainly implicit in the literature and for the average student may have to remain there. With the continuing flood of new preparations it is pleasant to find the author still preaches that until the evidence is definitely positive it is unwise to chase after marginal advantages; this he stresses in the section on tranquillizers for instance. He steers a cautious middle course between scepticism and credulity and the information contained and the attitude inculcated should provide a useful basis for the further study of the drugs in therapeutics. For the British student the use of American trade names may be found disadvantageous but this may not be too serious if the book is used in the way it is intended and not as a direct text on therapeutics.
Bio-assay Techniques for Human Centrifuges and Physiological Effects of Acceleration edited by P Bergeret Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research and Development, North Atlantic Treaty Organization AGARDograph No. 48 pp v+175 illustrated 70s Oxford, &c.: Pergamon Press 1961 At its annual meeting in 1959, the Aerospace Medical Panel of AGARD (Advisory Group for Aeronautical Research and Development) devoted much of its attention to current research in the field of acceleration. Most of the papers presented on that occasion have now been printed, to make this ponderously-titled book.
It is, perhaps, natural that the American authors should be preoccupied with space-flight, and eight of the fourteen chapters are concerned almost exclusively with the effects of transverse accelerations and with protection against them.
The remaining papers range from a Canadian review of motion sickness and disorientation (caused by angular accelerations) to a French study of renal histology in the dog, and from a description of the new German centrifuge to the role of the reticulo-endothelial system in the response to stress. A lengthy appendix deals with the use of a card-index system in the medical documentation and selection of astronauts, a topic quite unrelated to the ostensible subject of the book. The solitary British contribution, entitled 'Instrumentation and the Human Centrifuge', is easily the best, and its plea for common sense in the design of experiments deserves a wider audience than it will reach in its present setting.
As a well-produced collection of typical congress papers, the book is an expensive success, but the serious student of acceleration or of physiology would do well to look elsewhere.
Clinical Audiometry by Michel Portmann MD and Claudine Portmann MD translated by Bruce Proctor MD and Sheila Wevers pp xxvi+ 349 illustrated 96s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This new book, emanating from the Regional Phone-audiology Centre of Bordeaux University, encompasses the whole theory and practice of clinical audiometry, in relation to modern audiology. That is to say it reveals the surprising potentialities of a clinical instrument in the hands of experts who, while appreciating the limitation and dangers of abstract instrumentation in the assessment of hearing, have put audiometry to every possible use that scientific ingenuity can devise. The authors' knowledge of their subject is such as to deserve the respectful and immediate attention of otologists, audiometricians, teachers of the deaf and all who would advance their own personal education in this field. Unfortunately the French language form has been too much preserved in translation and the English rendering is heavy and obscure in places. This slight defect, however, should not deter the reader from pursuing his study. The reward, in terms of information not easily obtainable elsewhere, will be found well worth the labour. Biomechanics is defined in a useful glossary 'as the science dealing with the effect of forces on the form or motion of organic bodies'. This subject is of considerable importance when applied to clinical medicine and should be of particular interest to orthopedic surgeons. The present volume deals with such diverse and intriguing problems as 'Microhardness Testing as a Means of Analysis of Bone Tissue Biophysical Properties' (Professor Rodolfo Amprino) and 'Free-body
